Exposure to metallic catalyst dust: manufacturing and handling of catalysts in the chemical industry.
The exposure of workers to metallic catalyst dust was assessed in manufacturing and reprocessing industries, and during catalyst handling in the chemical industry. The level of exposure was found to be generally low during the manufacturing and reprocessing activities taking place in permanent installations, and extremely variable during catalyst handling performed by workers of sub-contracting specialized firms. The difficulties in treating the occupational hygiene problems of these workers are pointed out.